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CDC transmission levels have been replaced by community levels.

High Community Level
≥ 200 new cases and
≥ 10 new admissions per 100k or
≥ 10% of staffed in-patient beds
or
< 200 new cases and
≥ 20 new admissions per 100k or
≥ 15% of staffed in-patient beds

Medium Community Level
≥ 200 new cases and
< 10 new admissions per 100k and
< 10% of staffed in-patient beds
or
< 200 new cases and
10-19.9 new admissions per 100k or
10%-14.9% of staffed in-patient beds

Low Community Level
< 200 new cases and
< 10 new admissions per 100k and
< 10% of staffed in-patient beds

• Wear a mask indoors in public
• Increase physical distance from 

others and avoid crowds
• Maintain improved ventilation in 

public indoor spaces.
• Follow CDC recommendations for 

isolation and post-exposure protocols.

• Increase physical distance from others 
and avoid crowds

• Maintain improved ventilation in 
public indoor spaces.

• Follow CDC recommendations for 
isolation and post-exposure protocols.

• Maintain improved ventilation in 
public indoor spaces.

• Follow CDC recommendations for 
isolation and post-exposure protocols.
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Occupancy and on-site work functions by CDC community levels.
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Public health metrics High Community Level Medium Community Level Low Community Level

Face coverings Face coverings required indoors Not required Not required

Occupancy limits Occupancy limits enforced in 
enclosed interior spaces, such as 
break rooms or elevators, only; no 
facility-level occupancy limits.

No occupancy limits. No occupancy limits.

In-person meetings Prohibited. Permitted. Permitted.

Physical distancing Required indoors Required indoors Not required

Improved ventilation in 
indoor spaces

Required Required Required

Disinfecting and 
cleaning

Routine disinfecting; deep 
cleaning if a sick person has been 
in the building in past 3 days

Routine disinfecting; deep 
cleaning if a sick person has been 
in the building in past 3 days

Routine disinfecting; deep 
cleaning if a sick person has been 
in the building in past 3 days

Daily health screenings Required for all employees, 
contractors, and visitors. Do not 
come to work if you feel sick. 

Required for all employees, 
contractors, and visitors. Do not 
come to work if you feel sick. 

Required for all employees, 
contractors, and visitors. Do not 
come to work if you feel sick. 



Occupancy and on-site work functions by CDC community levels.
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Public health metrics High Community Level Medium Community Level Low Community Level

Isolation after COVID-
19 symptoms or a 
positive COVID-19 test

Isolate for at least 5 days or until 
symptoms have resolved; face 
covering required for 10 days

Isolate for at least 5 days or until 
symptoms have resolved; face 
covering required for 10 days

Isolate for at least 5 days or until 
symptoms have resolved; face 
covering required for 10 days

Protocols after a close 
contact

Face covering required for 10 
days; test required after 5 days *

Face covering required for 10 
days; test required after 5 days *

Face covering required for 10 
days; test required after 5 days *

Notifications of on-site 
exposures

• All staff must sign (or badge) 
in and out so we know who’s 
on site each day.

• NARA will notify all staff in a 
facility if a person there 
reports a positive test result or 
symptoms.

• NARA will individually notify 
close contacts with a sick 
person in the workplace.

• All staff must sign (or badge) 
in and out so we know who’s 
on site each day.

• NARA will notify all staff in a 
facility if a person there 
reports a positive test result or 
symptoms.

• NARA will individually notify 
close contacts with a sick 
person in the workplace.

• All staff must sign (or badge) 
in and out so we know who’s 
on site each day.

• NARA will notify all staff in a 
facility if a person there 
reports a positive test result or 
symptoms.

• NARA will individually notify 
close contacts with a sick 
person in the workplace.

Vaccination attestation Not required Not required Not required

* If the employee is needed on-site and has not tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 90 days.



Occupancy and on-site work functions by CDC community levels.
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Public health metrics High Community Level Medium Community Level Low Community Level

COVID-19 testing Required after a close contact, 
may be required for travel; 
routine testing not required

Required after a close contact, 
may be required for travel; 
routine testing not required

Required after a close contact, 
may be required for travel; 
routine testing not required

On-site work Staff may be required to work on 
site with notice.

Staff may be required to work on 
site with notice.

Staff may be required to work on 
site with notice.

Work schedules On-site work hours based on 
employee work schedules. No 
national limits on on-site work 
hours per day or PP. 

On-site work hours based on 
employee work schedules. No 
national limits on on-site work 
hours per day or PP. 

On-site work hours based on 
employee work schedules. No 
national limits on on-site work 
hours per day or PP. 

Telework Telework authorized up to 5 days 
per week per NARA policy

Telework authorized up to 5 days 
per week per NARA policy. 

Telework authorized up to 5 days 
per week per NARA policy. 

Travel No travel restrictions for 
employees without COVID 
symptoms or test results and with 
no recent close contacts.

No travel restrictions for 
employees without COVID 
symptoms or test results and with 
no recent close contacts.

No travel restrictions for 
employees without COVID 
symptoms or test results and with 
no recent close contacts.



Occupancy and on-site work functions by CDC community levels.
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Public health metrics High Community Level Medium Community Level Low Community Level

Research rooms No occupancy limits; by 
appointment only.

No occupancy limits; by 
appointment only.

No occupancy limits; by 
appointment only.

Museum exhibits No occupancy limits, no timed 
ticketing; museum stores and food 
service open.

No occupancy limits, no timed 
ticketing; museum stores and 
food service open.

No occupancy limits, no timed 
ticketing; museum stores and 
food service open.

Public programs No in-person public programs. In-person public programs 
permitted (virtual encouraged).

In-person public programs 
permitted (virtual encouraged).

Volunteer program No limits on on-site volunteers No limits on on-site volunteers No limits on on-site volunteers


